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CHAPTER 17.01 - EN ACTMEN T AN D  APPLICABILITY OF

ZON IN G ORD IN AN CE

Sections:

17.01.010 - Pu rp ose of th e Z on ing & Subd ivision  Ord inance

17.01.020 - Au thor ity

17.01.030 - Ap p licability of Regu lations

17.01.040 - Respon sibility for Ad m inistration

17.01.010 - Purpose of the Zoning & Subdivision Ordinance

The pu rpose of the Lodi Zoning & Subd ivision Ord in an ce is to im p lemen t the p olicies of the

General Plan by classifying and  regu lating  the u ses of land  an d  stru ctures w ithin the  City of Lodi

in  a m an ner  consistent w ith th e Gen era l Plan.  To achieve th is pu rp ose, it is the in ten t of these

regu lations to:

A. Pr ov id e stand ard s for the ord erly d evelopm ent of the City, and  continu e a stable pattern

of lan d  u ses;

B. Preserve the h istor ical in tegrity  an d  char acter  of the City ’s n eighbor hood s and  com m ercial

areas;

C. Encou rage a ped estrian-friend ly com m un ity by prom oting a m ix of land  uses and

p ed estria n  orien ted  d esig n  in  resid en tia l com m ercial a reas; and

D. Conserve and  p rotect  the natural  resources of the City, includ ing surrou nd ing agricultural

land s.

17.01.020 - Authority

These regulations are enacted b ased on  the au thority vested in the City of Lodi by the State of

Californ ia, inclu d ing bu t n ot  lim ited  to :  th e Sta te  Constitu tion ; th e Plan n ing an d  Zon ing Law

(Government Cod e Section  65000 et  seq.); the Su bd ivision M ap  Act (Govern m ent Cod e Section

66410 et seq.); an d  the Californ ia H ealth and  Safety Cod e.
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17.01.030 - Applicability of  Regulations

This Zon ing & Su bd ivision  Or d inan ce, her ea fter  referred  to as “ th is Ord in ance,”  ap p lies to a ll

land  u ses, stru ctu res, subd ivisions, and  d evelop m ent w ithin  the City of Lod i, as follow s.

A. N ew  land uses or stru ctu res, changes to  land uses or stru ctu res.  Comp liance w ith th e

requ irem ents of Chap ter 17.12 (Developm ent and  Land  Use Ap proval Requirem ents) or,

w here ap p lica ble, Chap ter  17.82 (N onconform in g Uses, Stru ctu res , and  Parcels), is

necessary for any person or pu blic agen cy to law fu lly establish, constru ct, reconstru ct,

alter, or rep lace an y u se of land  or stru ctur e.

B. Issuance of  Building Permits.  The City m ay issue bu ild ing or oth er constru ction p erm its

on ly  when:

1. The prop osed  land  use and / or structure satisfy th e requ iremen ts of Su bsection A.

above, and  all other ap p licable  statu tes, ord in ances and  regu la tio ns; and

2. The Director d eterm ines that th e site wa s subd ivided  in com p lian ce with  Ar ticle 5

(Subd iv ision  Regu lations).

C. Subdivisions.  Any  subd ivision  of land  p rop osed  w ithin the City after the effective d ate

of th is O rd inan ce sh all b e consisten t w ith :  th e m in im u m  lot size requ iremen ts of Ch ap ter

2 (Zon ing Dist ricts  and  Allow able La nd  Uses), and  all oth er  ap p licable requ irem ents of th is

Or d inan ce, includ ing  Land  Use and  Dev elop m ent Perm it p roced u res as ou tlined  in  Article

5.

D . Effect of  regulations on existing uses and structures.  An  exist ing land  use or structure

is law fu l on ly w hen  it w as  legally  estab lish ed , an d  is op erat ed  an d  m ain ta ined , in

com p liance w ith all app licable pro visions of th is O rd inance, in clu d ing Ch ap ter 17.82

(N onconform in g Uses, Stru ctu res  and  Parcels).

Exist ing land  uses o r st ructu res that  were in  violation  of City  zon ing regu lat ion s ap p licab le

before the effective date of this Ord inance are in v iolation of these regu lations, an d  sh all

contin u e to be in v iolation  u n less they  com p ly w ith th e cur ren t req u irem ents.

E. Effect of  regulations changes on projects in progress.  A land  use perm it app lication that

has been accep ted  by th e Dep artm en t a s com p lete p rior  to  th e effect ive d at e of th is

Or d inan ce or an y am end m ent sh all be p rocessed  accord ing to th e requ irem en ts  in  effect

w hen  the a p p lica tion  w as accep ted  as com p lete.  

F. Minimum requirements.  The provisions of this Ordinance sh all  be m in im u m

requ irem ents for the p rom otion of the p u blic hea lth, safety, and  gen eral w elfare.  Wh en

th is Ord inance prov ides for d iscretion  on th e par t of a City official or bod y, that d iscretion

m ay be exercised  to  im p ose m or e str ingen t r equ irem en ts  th an  set forth  in  th is O rd inance

as m ay be necessary to prom ote orderly land  use developm ent and  th e p u rp oses o f th is

Or d inan ce.
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G. Other requirements may apply.  N othing in this Ordinance elim inates the need  for:

obtain ing an y p erm it, app roval, or entit lement required by the regulations of the Coun ty,

or any regional, State, or Federal agency.

H. Confl icting requirements.  Any con flict betw een d ifferen t requ irem ents of this Or d inan ce,

or betw een  th is O rd inan ce and  other  City regu lat ion s, sh all b e reso lved  in  com pliance w ith

Sect ion  17.02.020.D (Conflict in g Requ irem en ts).

I. Severability.   Invalid ity or enforceability of one or m or e p rov isions of th is O rd inance sh all

no t affect any o ther p rov ision  of this Ord inan ce.

17.01.040 - Responsibility for Administration

This Zon ing & Su bd ivision  Ord inan ce sh all b e ad m in istered  by th e City  Cou ncil, Plann ing

Comm ission , Site Plan and  Architectural Review Com m ittee (SPA RC), Com m u nity Development

Director, and the  Com m unity Developm ent D ep artm en t in  com p liance w ith  Ch ap ter 17.80

(Ad m in istrative Resp onsibility).



LO D I M UN ICIPA L C O DE - TITLE 17, Z O N IN G  &  SU BD IVISIO N  O R D IN A N C E

Enactm ent an d  Ap p licability 17.01.040

Draft September 2003   
1-6



LO D I M UN ICIPA L C O DE - TITLE 17, Z O N IN G  &  SU BD IVISIO N  O R D IN A N C E

Interpretation 17.02.010

Draft September 2003   
1-7

CHAPTER 17.02 - IN TERPRETATION  OF ORD IN AN CE PROVISION S

Sections:

17.02.010 - Pu rp ose of Chap ter

17.02.020 - Rules of Interp retation

17.02.030 - Proced u res for Interpr etations

17.02.010 - Pu rpose of Chapter

This Ch ap ter p rov id es r u les for resolving qu est ions ab ou t the meaning or app licability of any

part  of th is O rd inan ce.  The p rov isions of th is Chap ter ar e in ten d ed  to en su re the consisten t

interp retation  an d  ap p lication of the requ irem ents of this Or d inan ce.

17.02.020 - Rules of Interpretation

A. Authority.  The Director  sh all ha ve th e resp onsibility and  au thor ity to interp ret the

m ean ing and  ap p licability of all pr ovisions an d  requ irem ents of this Or d inan ce.

B. Language.

1. Abbreviated titles and phrases.  For the p u rp ose of brev ity, the follow ing  p hrases,

p erson nel and  docum ent titles are shorten ed  in this Ord inan ce.  The City of Lod i is

referred  to  as  th e “City.” Th e City  of Lod i Zon ing & Subd ivision  Ord inan ce is

refer red  to  as  “th is O rd inan ce.”  Th e Com m u nity  Dev elop m en t D irector  is referred

to as “D irector,” th e City Cou ncil is referred  to  as  th e “Cou ncil,” th e Plan n ing

Com m ission  is referred  to as th e “Com m ission .”  The Com m u nity D evelop m ent

Depar tment is  referred  to as the “Departm ent.”  “Build ings and  structures” are

referred  to as “ st ru ctu res .”

2. Terminology.  Wh en u sed  in this Ord inan ce, the w ord s "sh all," "w ill," "is to," and  "are

to" ar e a lw ay s m an d ator y.  "Shou ld " is  not mand atory but is stron gly recom m end ed ;

and  "m ay" is p erm issive.  The p resent tense inclu d es the p ast and  fu tu re t enses; and

the fu tu re ten se includ es the present.  The singu lar nu m ber includ es the plural

nu m ber, and  the p lu ral the s in gu lar, u n less t h e natural  construction of the word

ind icates otherw ise.  Th e w or d s "inclu d e," "inclu d es," an d  "inclu d ing" m ean

"in clu d in g bu t not lim ited  to . . .".

3. N umber of days.  Wh enev er a n u m ber  of d ay s is sp ecified  in  th is O rd inan ce, or  in

any p erm it, con d ition  of ap p rov al, or not ice issu ed  or  given  as  p rov id ed  in  th is

Or d inan ce, the nu m ber o f d ays sh all be con stru ed  as calend ar  d ays, u n less bu siness

d ays are sp ecified .  Tim e lim its w ill extend  to th e follow ing  bu siness day  where the

last of th e sp ecified  nu m ber of d ays falls on a d ay tha t the City is not op en for

bu siness, excep t as otherw ise p rov ided  for by  the M ap  Act.
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4. State law  requirements.  Where th is O rd inan ce referen ces ap p licab le p rovisions of

State law (e.g., the California Govern m ent Cod e, Su bd ivision M ap  Act, Public

Resour ces Cod e, etc.), the reference shall be constru ed  to be to the ap p licable Sta te

law  p rov ision s as they  m ay b e am end ed  from  tim e to tim e.

C. Calculations - Rounding.  Wh ere any p rovision of this Ordinance require calculations to

d eterm ine ap p licab le requ irem ents, any  fractiona l/ d ecim al resu lts of the calcu lations shall

be r ou nd ed  as p rovid ed  by th is Subsection .  

1. Resid ential  density, minimum lot area and number of lots.  The fract ion al/  d ecim al

resu lts of calcu lations of the nu m ber of d w elling u nits allowed  on  a p arcel based  on

m axim u m  d ensity requirements, and  the num ber of parcels allow ed throu gh

sub d ivision  based  on  a m inim u m  lot area requ irem ent, sha ll be round ed  d own to the

next low est w hole nu m ber .  For exam p le, [STAFF: we’ll add an example after the zoning

standards are stable.]

2. All  other calculations.  For all calcu lations other th an th ose described in Su bsection

C.1 above, the fractional/ d ecim al results of calculations shall be rou nd ed  to th e n ext

h ighest w ho le nu m ber w hen  the fraction / d ecim al is 0.5 or  m ore, an d  to  th e n ext

low est w hole n u m ber  w hen  th e fraction  is less th an  0.5.

D . Confl icting requirements.  Any con flicts betw een  d ifferen t r equ irem en ts of th is

Or d inan ce, or  betw een  th is Or d inance and  oth er r egu lations, shall be resolved  as follow s.

1. Zoning & Subdivision Ordinance provisions.  In  th e even t o f an y con flict betw een

the p rov isions of th is Zon ing & Subd ivision  Ord inan ce, th e m ost r est rictiv e

requ irement sh all con tr ol, excep t in  case of an y con flict between  the zon ing d ist rict

regu la tions of Chap ter 2 (Zon ing Districts and  Allow able Lan d  Uses) an d  the

p rovisions of Cha p ter 3 (Site Plann ing an d  Genera l Developm ent Stand ard s), the

p rov isions of Ch ap ter 3 shall con trol.

2. D evelopment Agreements, Specific Plans, Planned D evelopments.  In  the even t of

any conflict  between the requirements of this Ordinance and  stand ar d s ad opted as

part  o f a n y Dev elopm ent A greem ent, Sp ecific Plan , or Plan ned  Dev elopm ent

ap p rov al, the requ irem ents of the Dev elop m en t A greem en t or Specific Plan  sh all

con trol.

3. Municipal Code provisions.  In th e event of any  conflict betw een requ iremen ts of

th is O rd in an ce and  oth er regu lations of the City, the Com m u nity D evelop m ent

Director  sh all d eterm ine w hich p rov ision  sh all con trol.

4. Private agreements.  It is not  inten d ed  that th e requirem ents of th is O rd inan ce sh all

interfere w ith, repeal, abr oga te or an nu l any  easem ent, covena nt , or oth er agreement

that existed  w hen  th is Zonin g Ord in ance becam e effect ive.  This Or d inan ce app lies

to all la nd  u ses  an d  d ev elop m en t r egar d less  of w hether  it imp oses a greater or lesser

restriction on th e d evelop m ent or u se of structur es or land  than an  ap p licable p rivate

agreement or restriction, w ithout affect ing the ap p licability of any  agreem ent or
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rest rict ion .  The City shall not enforce any pr iva te covenan t o r agreement u n less  it is

a p arty to th e coven an t or agr eem ent.

E. Zoning Map boundaries.  See Chap ter 17.10 (Zoning Districts and  Map ).

F. Allow able uses of land.  See Section  17.12.030 (Allow ab le Land  Uses  an d  Perm it

Requ irem en ts).

17.02.030 - Procedures for Interpretations

Wh enev er the Comm unity Development Director d eterm ines that th e m eaning or ap p licability

of any  of the requirements of this Ordinance are su bject to int erp retation  gen erally, or as ap p lied

to a sp ecific case, the Director m ay issue an  official interp retation or r efer the qu estion to  the

Planning Com m ission for d eterm ination.

A. Request for interpretation.  The request  for an interpretation or d eterm ination shall be

filed  w ith  th e Dep ar tm en t and  sh all includ e specific p rovisions in qu estion, an d  an y oth er

inform ation  necessary to  assist the Dep artm ent in  their review .

B. Appeals.  An y inter p retation  of this Ord inan ce by th e Director or Comm ission m ay be

ap p ea led  in  com p liance w ith  Chap ter  17.84 (A p p ea ls).
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